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spoken by immigrants in the frontier districts. Towards the east it extends into the
Chinese province of Ssechuan.

Tibetan is not a uniform language over the whole territory -within which it is

Dialects                 spoken.   The classical dialect of Tibetan literature represents

the stage of development at which the language had arrived

in the time when *t was first reduced to writing. It was then a monosyllabic form of
speech with a highly complicated phonetic system, abounding in compound consonants.
These compounds were, at least in numerous cases, the final result of a combination of
prefixes with monosyllabic bases. The prefixes must once have formed separate
syllables. Their vowels were, however, very early lost, and the result 'was a monosyllabic
word beginning with a compound consonant. Such compounds have been partly retained
in the west and in the east. In the centre, on the other hand, the prefixed consonants
representing the last remnant of the old prefixes have been dropped, and the old base-words
have been restored, apparently without any traces of the lost prefixes. This dropping of
the 'prefixes is however only apparent. Their existence is still traceable by means of the
tone, such words being, as a rule, pronounced in the so-called high tone. A short
account of the Tibetan tone-system will be given later on. In this place it will be
sufficient to remark that the dropping of the old prefixes and the resulting use of tones
is characteristic of all Central Tibetan dialects, which are spoken from Spiti in the west
to Bhutan in the east. This group includes numerous sub-dialects which will be
separately dealt with in the ensuing pages in so far as they are spoken within the
territory included under the operations of this Survey. Proceeding from the west these
dialects are Spiti, Nyamkat, Jad, the Garhwal dialect, Kagate, Sharpa, Danjongka, and
Lhoke. The dialect spoken in Rubshu is also a form of Central Tibetan. It is probably
identical with the Spiti form of the language. Our information regarding the dialects
of this group spoken in Tibet is less complete. We only know the dialect of Central
Tibet, i.e., the provinces of 1JT and Tsang, which is a kind of lingua franca over the
whole Tibetan territory. The dialect spoken in the so-called Chumbi Valley between
Sikkim and Bhutan apparently agrees with the forms of speech current in those States
and not with the U-dialect. The valley itself is called Domo, and is divided into Upper
and Lower Porno.

The western portion of Tibet, from a line drawn from Darjeeling and northwards,
is called Ngari. It is divided into the three districts of Mangyul, Khorsum, and MaryiiL
Mangyul marches with Nepal almost to its western boundary; Khorsum extends along
the frontier of Kumaon, Garhwal, and Bashahr; Maryul includes Western Tibet,
especially the Kashmiri States of Baltistan and Ladakh.

The dialects of Mangyul probably agree with Sharpa and Karate, which are spoken
in Eastern Nepal. The language of Khorsum is probably closely related to Spiti,
Nyamkat, Jad, the Tibetan dialect spoken in Garhwal, etc., while the dialects of Eudok
to the north of Khorsum probably merge into Laclakhl and Balti.

Those latter forms of speech belong to another group, which Jaesohke called
Western Tibetan. It is spoken in Baltistan and Ladakh, and probably also in the
idjoining districts of Tibet. Three closely related dialects of this group arc spoken
within British territory, viz.> Balti in Baltistan, Purifc in the old province of Purik,
md Ladakhi in Ladakh. All these dialects agree in retaining a good deal of the